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Abstract. The socio-economic aspects of the inclusive development of rural areas in the Republic of 
Kazakhstan are examined, aimed at ensuring equal opportunities for all categories of the rural popula-
tion, including socially vulnerable groups, while reducing inequality and strengthening socio-cultural 
equity. The objective – is to analyze the social challenges of the republic’s rural areas in the context of 
inclusive transformation and to identify the priorities for the sustainable modernization of rural regions. 
Methods – comparative and systems analysis, a review of scientific literature, and statistical data pro-
cessing were employed to provide a comprehensive assessment of the socio-economic conditions of 
rural Kazakhstan. Within this framework, indicators of rural employment, income levels, accessibility of 
social infrastructure, education and healthcare, as well as existing state support mechanisms, were 
examined. Results – the principal factors constraining inclusive development were identified, including 
the insufficient level of social and engineering infrastructure, limited access to high-quality socially ori-
ented services, and persistent disparities in the standard of living of rural residents. Particular attention 
was devoted to evaluating the effectiveness of current government programs aimed at strengthening 
rural regions. Based on the findings, recommendations were developed for improving public policy, 
focusing on the development of human capital, increasing access to social and economic opportunities, 
and supporting the labor force and entrepreneurship in rural areas. Conclusions – the implementation 
of effective measures will expand the scale of socio-economic inclusiveness in rural areas, improve the 
living conditions of the rural population, and create opportunities for balanced regional development. 
Inclusive development is presented as a mechanism performing an integrative function by ensuring the 
interconnection between economic efficiency, social equality, and territorial balance. The high signifi-
cance of this issue for the country as a whole necessitates further scientific research and the develop-
ment of practical recommendations. 
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Аңдатпа. Теңсіздіктің төмендеуімен және әлеуметтік-мәдени әділеттіліктің нығаюымен қатар 
жүретін әлеуметтік осал топтарды қоса алғанда, ауыл халқының барлық санаттары үшін тең 
мүмкіндіктерді қамтамасыз етуге бағытталған Қазақстан Республикасының ауылдық жерлерін 
инклюзивті дамытудың әлеуметтік-экономикалық аспектілері қаралды. Мақсаты - инклюзивті 
түрлендіру контексінде республиканың ауылдық аумақтарының әлеуметтік проблемаларын 
талдау, ауылдық аудандарды жаңғыртудың орнықты динамикасының басымдықтарын 
анықтау. Әдістері – салыстырмалы және жүйелі талдау, ғылыми әдебиеттерді жалпылау, 
статистикалық деректерді өңдеу қазақстандық ауылдың әлеуметтік-экономикалық жай-күйін 
кешенді бағалау үшін қолданылды. Бұл тұрғыда ауыл тұрғындарының жұмыспен қамтылу 
көрсеткіштері, табыстары, әлеуметтік инфрақұрылымның, білім беру мен денсаулық сақтаудың 
қолжетімділігі, мемлекеттік қолдаудың қолданыстағы механизмдері қарастырылды. Нәтижелер 
- әлеуметтік және инженерлік кешендердің жеткіліксіз деңгейін, сапалы әлеуметтік бағдарланған 
қызметтерге қолжетімділіктің шектелуін және ауыл тұрғындарының әл-ауқат дәрежесінде 
сақталып отырған айырмашылықты ескере отырып, инклюзивті ілгерілеуді тежейтін негізгі 
факторлар белгіленді. Ауылдық өңірлерді нығайтуға бағытталған қолданыстағы мемлекеттік 
бағдарламалардың нәтижелілігін бағалауға ерекше назар аударылды. Зерттеу негізінде адами 
капиталдың өсуіне, әлеуметтік және экономикалық мүмкіндіктердің қолжетімділігін арттыруға, 
ауылдық жерлерде еңбек ресурстары мен кәсіпкерлікті қолдауға бағытталған мемлекеттік 
саясатты жетілдіру бағыттары ұсынылды. Қорытындылар - нәтижелі шараларды іске асыру 
ауылдық аумақтардың әлеуметтік-экономикалық инклюзивтілігінің ауқымын ұлғайтуға, ауыл 
халқының өмір сүру жағдайларын жақсартуға және өңірлік тепе-теңдік үшін мүмкіндіктер жасауға 
мүмкіндік береді. Сонымен қатар, инклюзивті даму экономикалық тиімділік, әлеуметтанулық 
теңдік және аумақтық тепе-теңдік арасындағы байланысты қамтамасыз ететін интеграциялық 
функцияны орындайтын механизм ретінде ұсынылған. Бұл аспектінің жалпы ел үшін жоғары 
маңыздылығы одан әрі ғылыми зерттеулер жүргізуді және практикалық ұсыныстарды әзірлеуді 
талап етеді. 
 
Аннотация. Рассмотрены социально-экономические аспекты инклюзивного развития сельской 
местности Республики Казахстан, направленные на обеспечение равных возможностей для всех 
категорий сельского населения, включая социально уязвимые группы, сопровождающееся сни-
жением неравенства и укреплением социокультурной справедливости. Цель – проанализиро-
вать социальные проблемы сельских территорий республики в контексте инклюзивной транс-
формации, выявление приоритетов устойчивой динамики модернизации сельских районов.               
Методы – сравнительного и системного анализа, обобщения научной литературы, обработка 
статистических данных применялись для комплексной оценки социально-экономического со-
стояния казахстанского села. В этом контексте рассматривались показатели занятости сельчан, 
доходов, доступности социальной инфраструктуры, образования и здравоохранения, действу-
ющие механизмы государственной поддержки. Результаты - обозначены основные факторы, 
сдерживающие инклюзивное продвижение, с учетом недостаточного уровня социального и ин-
женерного комплексов, ограниченного доступа к качественным социально ориентированным 
услугам и сохраняющегося различия в степени благосостояния сельских жителей. Особое вни-
мание уделено оценке результативности действующих государственных программ, нацеленных 
на укрепление сельских регионов. На основе исследования предложены направления совер-
шенствования государственной политики, ориентированные на рост человеческого капитала, 
повышение доступности социальных и экономических возможностей, поддержку трудовых ре-
сурсов и предпринимательства в сельской местности. Выводы - реализация результативных 
мер позволит увеличить масштабы социо-экономической инклюзивности сельских территорий, 
улучшить условия жизни сельского населения и создать возможности для региональной сба-
лансированности. При этом инклюзивное развитие представлено как механизм, выполняющий 
интеграционную функцию, обеспечивающую взаимосвязь экономической эффективности, со-
циологического равенства и территориального равновесия. Высокая значимость данного ас-
пекта для страны в целом требует проведения дальнейших научных исследований и разработки 
практических рекомендаций. 
 
Keywords:  rural areas, rural population, employment, income level, social inequality, inclusive de-
velopment, social policy, government programs. 
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Introduction  
In the context of intensifying global 

challenges and increasing social polarization, 
inclusive development has become one of the 
key priorities of contemporary socio-economic 
policy. This concept emerged as a response to 
growing social inequality, which often 
accompanies economic growth in different 
countries and regions. In this regard, inclusive 
development is viewed not only as a social 
objective, but also as a necessary condition for 
sustainable and balanced economic progress. 

Unlike the traditional approach, under 
which development is assessed mainly through 
indicators such as gross domestic product or 
labor productivity, the inclusive model 
emphasizes the fair distribution of the benefits 
of economic growth among all segments of the 
population. Particular attention is paid to 
socially vulnerable and territorially isolated 
groups, including the rural population, whose 
access to economic and social opportunities 
often remains limited compared with urban 
residents. 

Inclusive development is a systemic and 
multi-level approach aimed at ensuring 
sustainable economic growth accessible to all 
categories of the population, promoting social 
justice through the reduction of barriers and 
structural inequality, and expanding equal 
access to basic public goods. These include 
education, healthcare, transport and digital 
infrastructure, employment opportunities, and 
financial resources. An important element of 
the inclusive model is also the active 
participation of the local population in making 
and implementing decisions affecting the 
socio-economic development of territories. 

The inclusive approach is of particular 
importance for rural areas, where problems of 
infrastructural, social, and economic 
underdevelopment have traditionally persisted. 
Rural areas play a significant role in the 
national economy, since a substantial share of 
the population lives there (36.4%), natural 
resources are concentrated there, and 
agricultural production is carried out there, 
thereby shaping the country’s food security and 
export potential. At the same time, the standard 
of living of the rural population remains lower 
than that of urban residents. This gap 
continues to affect the overall pace and quality 
of regional development. 

Limited access to quality educational and 
medical services, employment opportunities, 
and entrepreneurship contributes to migration 
processes and persistent socio-economic dis-

parities. Under these conditions, the inclusive 
development of rural areas in the Republic of 
Kazakhstan implies the creation of conditions 
in which rural residents not only obtain equal 
access to social and economic opportunities, 
but also become active participants in 
sustainable regional development. This 
requires the improvement of public policy and 
a more targeted approach to reducing regional 
imbalances and improving the quality of life of 
the rural population. 

Literature review    
Various instruments for stimulating rural 

development are used in many countries. For 
example, in India and Kenya, cooperative 
associations enable small farmers to share 
agricultural machinery, gain access to finan-
cing, and enter sales markets. In Bangladesh, 
the Grameen Bank microfinance model 
contributed to the development of women’s 
entrepreneurship in rural areas and improved 
living standards: over a period of 3–5 years, 
household incomes increased on average by 
20–25% (Ferdousi F., Mahmud P.…) [1].  

In European countries, agritourism plays 
an important role in rural development (Tedioli 
F.; Zanetti B., Verrascina M., Licciardo F. et 
al.…) [2,3]. In Italy and Spain, this sector 
contributes to the preservation of cultural 
heritage and the attraction of investment to 
rural regions. In Slovenia, “green village” 
projects are being implemented with a focus on 
sustainable tourism development, support for 
local production, and the creation of new jobs. 
As a result, the pace of rural urbanization has 
slowed, and the rural population has been 
retained more effectively. 

In a number of developed countries, such 
as Estonia, Finland, and South Korea, digital 
inclusion strategies are being actively imple-
mented. These include e-government, online 
access to education and telemedicine, as well 
as the use of digital technologies in agriculture 
(Social Entrepreneurship Network …) [4]. The 
digitalization of rural areas has contributed to a 
15–18% increase in small business activity and 
to higher investment per rural resident. China 
also demonstrates significant experience in 
this field, where public investment in roads, 
water supply systems, and digital networks has 
been accompanied by the development of rural 
industrial clusters, making it possible to inte-
grate rural regions into the national economy 
and reduce territorial inequality (OECD. Rural 
Well-being …) [5]. In Latin American countries 
such as Brazil and Colombia, social enter-
prises involving local populations in the pro-
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cessing of agricultural products and the deve-
lopment of regional brands have become wide-
spread (Gómez J.C., Andrade R.F.) [6]. This 
contributes to increased employment and 
stronger social cohesion within rural 
communities. 

Thus, international experience shows that 
sustainable and inclusive development of rural 
areas is ensured through a combination of 
measures, including infrastructure develop-
ment, cooperation, agritourism, digitalization, 
support for entrepreneurship, and the active 
participation of local communities in socio-
economic development processes (Joint 
project of the …) [7].  

Within the global sustainable development 
agenda, this issue is directly related to the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), parti-
cularly SDG 1 “No Poverty,” SDG 8 “Decent 
Work and Economic Growth”, SDG 10 “Redu-
ced Inequalities,” and SDG 11 “Sustainable 
Cities and Communities” (United Nations…; 
FAO. UNECACC-AA…) [8,9]. In domestic aca-
demic research, primary attention is given to 
assessing the inclusive development of regions 
as a whole, whereas the issue of evaluating the 
level of inclusive development specifically in 
rural areas remains insufficiently studied. 

Materials and methods  
The study employed methods of compa-

rative and systems analysis, synthesis of 
academic literature, and analysis of statistical 
data characterizing the socio-economic 
condition of rural regions. 

 The informational and empirical basis of 
the study consisted of official data from the 
Bureau of National Statistics of the Agency for 
Strategic Planning and Reforms of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. The use of statistical 
materials made it possible to conduct a 
comparative assessment of the socio-
economic living conditions of the rural 
population and to identify the main 
development trends in rural regions.  

The analysis covered indicators such as 
rural employment, income levels, access to 
social infrastructure, and the existing mecha-
nisms of state support for rural development. 

The application of the systems approach 
ensured the comprehensiveness of the study 
and made it possible to consider the inclusive 
development of rural areas as a set of in-
terrelated economic and social factors. This, in 
turn, made it possible to identify key directions 
for improving the effectiveness of public policy 
in the field of rural development, including 
strengthening labor potential and supporting 
employment and rural entrepreneurship.  

The results of the study also made it 
possible to outline promising directions for 
further research into the formation of social 
standards of living within the framework of 
state regulation of the inclusive development of 
rural areas. 

Results     
Under the current conditions of Kazakh-

stan’s socio-economic development, the prob-
lem of inequality between urban and rural ar-
eas remains one of the most acute. Despite 
certain achievements in infrastructure develop-
ment and improvements in the standard of liv-
ing of the rural population, a significant gap 
persists in access to social services, quality ed-
ucation and healthcare, as well as in employ-
ment and income levels. This circumstance 
hinders balanced territorial development and 
reduces the effectiveness of the implementa-
tion of national economic growth strategies. 

An analysis of policy documents and a re-
view of academic literature show that, in the 
Kazakhstani context, the concept of inclusive 
education remains limited to a narrow group of 
children with health-related conditions, on 
whom the main support measures are concen-
trated. In rural areas, the problems of insuffi-
cient early screening, delayed identification of 
children’s special educational needs, low de-
tection rates of children with special educa-
tional needs, and the lack of modern corrective 
support for children of early and preschool age 
remain relevant. These factors contribute to an 
increase in the number of persons with special 
educational needs, including children with dis-
abilities, by the time they enter school. 

Currently, more than 725 thousand per-
sons with disabilities live in the country, ac-
counting for about 3.5% of the total population. 
Nearly one-third of them experience mobility 
difficulties, including 15% of children (On Ap-
proval of the Concept…) [10]. Existing dispari-
ties in access to education and social services 
limit the possibilities for balanced territorial de-
velopment and the implementation of the prin-
ciples of inclusive economic growth. Strength-
ening support measures aimed at the early 
identification and assistance of children with 
special educational needs, especially in rural 
areas, is a key condition for overcoming these 
challenges and ensuring equal opportunities 
for all citizens. 

The uneven development of urban and ru-
ral areas is determined by a combination of 
economic, infrastructural, and demographic 
factors. A key role is played by differences in 
economic opportunities, the level of develop-
ment of transport and digital infrastructure, and 
access to modern technologies and services. 



  Problems of AgriMarket, No. 2, 2026                                          ISSN-L 2708-9991, ISSN 1817-728Х 

 

    •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Social issues of the village  

210 

Rural areas are characterized by a limited 
number of jobs, a high dependence of employ-
ment on seasonal and natural-climatic condi-
tions, and comparatively low income levels. An 
additional factor is the migration of young peo-
ple and the working-age population to cities, 
which intensifies demographic imbalances, 
contributes to population ageing, and reduces 
the economic potential of rural areas. 

The specific features of the inclusive de-
velopment of rural areas in Kazakhstan are de-
termined by a set of interrelated structural fac-
tors that directly influence the socio-economic 
dynamics of the regions. 

First, the spatial fragmentation of rural set-
tlements significantly limits the population’s ac-
cess to basic services and resources. Low pop-
ulation density and considerable distances be-
tween settlements hinder the effective develop-
ment of social and engineering infrastructure. 
The economic impracticality of constructing 
and maintaining infrastructure facilities in re-
mote areas, including transport networks, 
healthcare institutions, educational organiza-
tions, and service centers, directly reduces op-
portunities for employment, education, and 
medical care.  

As a result, a vicious circle is formed: lim-
ited access to services reinforces territorial iso-
lation, reduces business activity, and dimin-
ishes the potential of the local economy. In 
practice, this is reflected, in particular, in the 
decline in the number of small rural settlements 
with populations of 200–500 people, whose 
number has decreased by 597 over the past 
ten years. 

Second, climatic and seasonal risks cre-
ate additional pressure on the sustainability of 
the rural economy. A significant share of the ru-
ral population (11% or 983 thousand people) is 
employed in the agricultural sector, which is 
highly dependent on natural and climatic con-
ditions. Seasonal production patterns, 
droughts, extreme weather events, and insta-
bility in agricultural markets lead to income vol-
atility and increase the social vulnerability of ru-
ral households. The irregular nature of employ-
ment limits opportunities for long-term financial 
planning, reduces savings and investment ac-
tivity, and, in turn, slows down the processes of 
sustainable territorial development and re-
duces economic self-sufficiency. 

Third, economic vulnerability and insuffi-
cient diversification of the local economy per-
sist. In many rural regions, there is a narrow tax 
base, a low level of investment, and a limited 
number of economic growth points. Despite the 
growth of employment in the service sector at 
the national level, from 63% to 70%, rural areas 

remain insufficiently integrated into production 
and supply chains. The infrastructure for the 
procurement, storage, processing, and market-
ing of agricultural products, including fruit and 
vegetables, potatoes, meat, and dairy prod-
ucts, remains underdeveloped. The network of 
agricultural support services, including agro-
chemical supply, repair and technical mainte-
nance, logistics, and freight transportation, is 
only partially functioning. The insufficient de-
velopment of logistics hubs and digital infra-
structure reduces the involvement of rural en-
trepreneurs in national production networks, 
limits innovation activity, and hinders the for-
mation of an integrated economic environment. 

Another significant problem is demo-
graphic outflow and population ageing. Over 
the past ten years, the share of young people 
aged 15–34 has decreased from 30% to 27%, 
while their number declined from 2.3 million in 
2016 to 1.9 million in 2026. At the same time, 
the share of the population aged over 64 in-
creased from 7% to 10%. Similar imbalances 
in age structure are observed in almost all re-
gions of the country. Such disproportions hin-
der the formation of balanced territorial devel-
opment and limit the potential for inclusive eco-
nomic growth. 

Additionally, it is necessary to take into 
account the gender aspect of inclusive 
development. In rural areas, women more 
often face limited access to employment, 
entrepreneurship, and education, despite their 
significant role in ensuring household 
sustainability and the development of the local 
economy. Insufficient support for women’s 
employment and entrepreneurship reduces the 
overall development potential of rural areas. 

The migration of young people to cities in 
search of education and broader employment 
opportunities leads to the depopulation of rural 
areas, a decline in labor potential, and gradual 
degradation, especially in remote and border 
settlements. The main migration exchange 
takes place within the country. Thus, in 2025, 
the number of internal migrants amounted to 
129.4 thousand people, which is 14% higher 
than in the previous year. Limited employment 
opportunities in rural areas stimulate the devel-
opment of labor migration. In 2025, about 500 
thousand people participated in labor migra-
tion: 27% commuted daily to regional centers 
for work, 30% worked in other regions of the 
country, and 43% carried out labor activities 
within their own region. These trends intensify 
the demographic imbalance between urban 
and rural areas, weaken the human capital of 
the countryside, and reduce the potential for its 
sustainable socio-economic development. 
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All these factors increase the vulnerability 
of the rural population, contribute to deeper so-
cial stratification, and widen the gap between 
urban and rural areas. 

Thus, the comprehensive development of 
the agro-industrial complex becomes critically 
important for the sustainability of rural econo-
mies. The standard of living of a significant part 
of the population, about 7.4 million people or 
36%, as well as the country’s food security, di-
rectly depends on the effectiveness of the im-
plementation of relevant measures. The conse-
quences of insufficient attention to structural, 
climatic, and economic factors are manifested 
in the limitation of human capital potential, in-
creased social vulnerability, and difficulties in 
forming a balanced and inclusive model of re-
gional development. 

In order to overcome the imbalance be-
tween urban and rural areas, the Republic of 
Kazakhstan is implementing a set of state pro-
grams and strategies aimed at improving the 
quality of life of the rural population. These 
measures are of substantial importance for the 
development of the agricultural sector and for 
improving the general level of public welfare. 

The key initiatives include national pro-
jects and state programs focused on infrastruc-
ture modernization and human capital develop-
ment. In particular, the national project «Auyl - 
El Besigi» is aimed at renewing the social and 
engineering infrastructure of rural areas, in-
cluding the development of transport networks, 
expanded access to digital technologies, and 
the improvement of healthcare and education 
systems, which is implemented in close coordi-
nation with the “Auyl Amanaty” project (Inclu-
sive education…; Project “Auyl - El Besigi») 
[11,12]. In turn, the national project Strong Re-
gion - Driver of the Country provides for the 
comprehensive development of regions 
through improving the quality of social services 
and creating new jobs in rural areas (On Ap-
proval of the National Project “Strong Re-
gions…) [13].  

An important role is also played by state 
and sectoral programs for the development of 
the agro-industrial complex, which include 
mechanisms for subsidizing agricultural pro-
ducers, supporting farms, and developing agri-
cultural   cooperation (National Project for the 
Development…) [14]. These measures are 
complemented by the «Enbek» program, 
aimed at promoting productive employment 
and mass entrepreneurship, including through 
the stimulation of small and micro-businesses 
in rural regions. An important instrument for 
staffing rural areas is the program «With a Di-

ploma to the Village», which facilitates the at-
traction of young specialists by providing social 
benefits and financial support on the condition 
of mandatory employment in the region.  

Special attention in public policy is paid to 
the formation of an inclusive social environ-
ment. In Kazakhstan, the principle of non-dis-
crimination on the grounds of disability is en-
shrined at the legislative level. A substantial 
contribution to the development of inclusive 
practices is made by the Foundation «Samruk-
Kazyna Trust", which implements rehabilitation 
and social integration programs, as well as ed-
ucational and sports initiatives, including in ru-
ral areas (Samruk-Kazyna Trust….) [15]. 

With the adoption of the Social Code of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan in 2023, a stage of 
systemic transformation of social policy began. 
This regulatory act is aimed at ensuring equal 
access of citizens to social support measures 
regardless of their place of residence, including 
rural regions (Social Code….) [16]. An addi-
tional direction of state social policy is support 
for the family, motherhood, and childhood. Pro-
grams are being implemented to increase the 
level of social protection of the population, in-
cluding the provision of benefits, privileges, 
and guaranteed childcare leave with job reten-
tion. In particular, the program «National Fund 
for Children» provides for the formation of tar-
geted savings for citizens under the age of 18, 
while the programs Analar Saulygy and Ansa-
gan Sabi are aimed at protecting women’s 
health and supporting reproductive health. 

It should be noted that more than 50% of 
the state budget is allocated to the social 
sphere, while the annual volume of investment 
in human capital development reaches one tril-
lion tenge. 

Thus, the public policy being implemented 
indicates the formation of a comprehensive ap-
proach to rural development, covering both 
economic and social aspects and aimed at re-
ducing interterritorial disparities. At the same 
time, a number of systemic constraints con-
tinue to hinder the implementation of the prin-
ciples of inclusive development. These include 
an insufficient volume of long-term financing 
and investment, since some projects remain pi-
lot initiatives with limited coverage, a shortage 
of qualified personnel, including in education, 
healthcare, and social work, limited access to 
digital technologies, and a low level of digital 
literacy in certain regions. Infrastructure con-
straints caused by climatic and geographical 
conditions and the seasonal nature of eco-
nomic activity also remain a significant factor 
(table).
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Table - Limited Access of the Rural Population to Social and Engineering Infrastructure 
 

Infrastructure Indicator 
Threshold 

Value 
Key Problems Consequences / Risks 

Education 

• Accessibility of schools 
within 30 minutes 
• Availability of modern 
technologies in schools 

< 90%< 
60% 

• Risk of declining 
education quality 
• Technological lag 

• Decline in human 
capital development 
• Growth of educational 
inequality 
• Youth outmigration to 
urban areas 

Healthcare 

• Access to primary 
healthcare within a 30 km 
radius 
• Number of physicians 
per 10.000 population 
• Ambulance response 
time 

< 85% 
< 25 
physicians 
> 30–40 
min 

• Limited access to 
basic healthcare 
services 
• Shortage of 
medical personnel 
• Increased social 
risks 

• Higher morbidity and 
mortality rates 
• Reduced life 
expectancy 
• Growing social 
tensions 

Culture 

• Availability of cultural 
facilities (community 
centers, clubs) in rural 
settlements 

< 50% 
• Decline in social 
activity 

• Weakening of social 
cohesion 
• Loss of cultural identity 
• Increased social 
isolation 

Housing 
Conditions 

• Share of dilapidated and 
unsafe housing 

> 15% • Low quality of life 

• Deterioration of living 
and sanitary conditions 
• Increased accident 
and safety risks 
• Population outmigration 

Water Supply 

• Share of population with 
access to centralized 
water supply 
• Share of rural 
settlements with stable 
water supply 

< 85% 
< 70% 

• Limited access to 
safe drinking water 
• High infrastructure 
vulnerability 

• Increased risk of 
infectious diseases 
• Deterioration of 
sanitary conditions 
• Reduced territorial 
resilience 

Road 
Infrastructure 

• Share of local roads in 
good condition 

< 60% 
• Limited transport 
connectivity 

• Reduced population 
mobility 
• Restricted access to 
services and markets 
• Increased logistics 
costs 

Transport 
Accessibility 

• Average travel time to 
the district center 

> 60 
minutes 

• Spatial isolation of 
rural settlements 

• Limited access to pub-
lic and social services 
• Slower economic 
activity 
• Increasing territorial 
inequality 

Digital 
Infrastructure 

• Access to broadband 
internet 
• Average internet speed 
in rural areas 

< 80%  
< 20 
Mbps 

• Digital divide 
between urban and 
rural areas 
• Constraints on 
digital economy 
development 

• Limited access to 
digital services and 
education 
• Reduced territorial 
competitiveness 
• Slower digital 
transformation 

Trade 
Infrastructure 

• Accessibility of essential 
goods within a 10 km 
radius 

< 70% 
• Limited consumer 
accessibility 

• Rising cost of goods 
for the population 
• Declining living 
standards 
• Increased social 
vulnerability 

Note: compiled by the authors on the basis of a sociological study 
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The rural areas of Kazakhstan possess 

considerable resource and socio-economic po-
tential, which, if an inclusive approach is imple-

mented, can become an important factor in the 
country’s sustainable and balanced develop-

ment. However, the effectiveness of the pro-

grams being implemented is largely limited by 
institutional, social, and economic barriers. In 

this regard, particular importance should be at-
tached to the transition from fragmented mea-

sures to a systemic, territorially differentiated 
policy based on the principles of equality of op-

portunity, public participation, sustainability. 
International experience shows that suc-

cessful models of inclusive rural development 

are based on a comprehensive approach that 

includes human capital development, support 

for entrepreneurship, digitalization, and institu-
tional reforms. In this context, it is relevant for 

Kazakhstan to transition from a sectoral ap-
proach to a territorially oriented approach that 

takes into account the specific characteristics 
of each region. 

Thus, the results of the study indicate that 
the development of rural areas in Kazakhstan 

is determined by the complex interaction of 

economic, social, demographic, and institu-
tional factors. The existing disparities neces-

sitate a systematic and comprehensive ap-
proach aimed at eliminating structural con-

straints and ensuring equal access to re-
sources and opportunities. 

The formation of an inclusive model for the 
development of rural areas is one of the key 

conditions for achieving national sustainable 
development priorities. The implementation of 

a comprehensive policy focused on human 

capital development, diversification of the rural 
economy, expanded access to quality social 

services, and infrastructure modernization will 
reduce spatial and socio-economic inequality, 

improve the quality of life of the rural popula-
tion, and ensure the achievement of strategic 

development goals. 
Discussions  

The absence of a consistent and targeted 

policy of inclusive development inevitably leads 
to a widening of socio-economic stratification 

between urban and rural areas.  
In this regard, the inclusive development 

of rural areas should be regarded as a priority 
direction of public policy, contributing to territo-

rial balance and the improvement of the popu-
lation’s quality of life. 

An effective model for the development of 
rural areas requires the formation of a sustain-

able system of state guarantees and support 

mechanisms aimed at expanding employment, 

increasing incomes, and improving the welfare 
of the rural population.  

The key priorities include poverty reduc-
tion, increasing the attractiveness of living in 

rural areas, developing social and engineering 

infrastructure, and creating a favorable social 
environment.  

Improving living conditions in rural regions 
contributes to strengthening social stability, in-

creasing trust in public institutions, and foster-
ing public confidence in the accessibility of 

quality social and economic benefits. 
At the same time, an insufficient level of 

state support, as well as the absence of com-

prehensive management decisions, may lead 

to a further deepening of socio-economic dis-

parities and to the intensification of the margin-
alization of rural areas.  

In this context, the integration of the prin-
ciples of inclusive development into strategic 

and program documents of socio-economic 
policy becomes particularly relevant, as it will 

ensure a systemic, coordinated, and long-term 
approach to the development of rural regions. 

Conclusion 

The inclusive development of rural areas 
in the Republic of Kazakhstan is not only an 

important social priority, but also a strategic 
direction that determines the sustainability and 

balance of national development. Improving 
the quality of life of the rural population requires 

the implementation of a comprehensive public 
policy aimed at reducing socio-economic dis-

parities between urban and rural areas. The 
following directions may serve as key instru-

ments for ensuring equal living conditions and 

increasing the inclusiveness of development: 
1. The development of a unified strategy 

for the inclusive development of rural areas, 
providing for the integration of existing prog-

rams, as well as the establishment of a system 
of clear goals, indicators, and monitoring 

mechanisms. 
2. Differentiated budget financing aimed 

at infrastructure development, improving the 

accessibility and quality of social services, and 
supporting the economic activity of the rural 

population. 
3. The expansion of local community par-

ticipation in decision-making processes through 
the development of public participation mecha-

nisms and the use of digital interaction tools. 
4. Priority support for socially and 

economically vulnerable territories based on 
targeted financing and instruments of spatial 

(territorial) planning. 
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5. The development of human capital 
through increased investment in education, 

healthcare, vocational training, and the forma-

tion of digital competencies. Expanded access 
to financial resources and the stimulation of 

rural entrepreneurship, including the develop-
ment of microfinance mechanisms, guarantee 

funds, and support for agricultural start-ups. 
The implementation of these directions will 

make it possible to increase the level of inclu-
siveness of the socio-economic development 

of rural areas, strengthen their economic po-

tential, and ensure the sustainable and balanced 
development of the country in the long term. 
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